
 

Jamey Haddad’s Under One Sun  
and Cyro Baptista’s Vira Loucos  
Friday, October 26, 2018 at 8:00pm  
This is the 871st concert in Koerner Hall 
 
Jamey Haddad, drum & percussion 
Billy Drewes, tenor & soprano saxophone, bass clarinet & flute  
Salar Nader, tabla  
Ali Paris, qanun & vocals  
Leo Blanco, piano 
Michael Ward-Bergman, hyper accordion  
Roberto Occhipinti, bass  
Luisito Quintaro, congas, timbales & percussion 
 
Cyro Baptista, percussion & vocals 
Romero Lubambo, guitar 
Kevin Breit, guitar & banjo 
Michael Ward-Bergeman, hyper accordion 
Shanir Blumenkranz, bass 
Tim Keiper, drums 
Vanessa Falabella, vocals 
John Zorn, saxophone 
 

Under One Sun 

For my part, I have been a jazz musician all my life and I have been lucky enough to play and record with so many of 
my heroes! A time came where I jumped the fence 20 years ago to perform and tour with Paul Simon and I am still 
with him. That experience along with a lifetime of interest and devotion to our planet’s diversity led me to Under One 
Sun. 

Ever since my earliest days back in Cleveland and long before I actually understood the importance of it, the 
idea for a group like Under One Sun had been in my mind. So, as my musical journey led me from one continent to 
another, and I experienced a planet crying out for understanding of “the other,” over time this team of players 
cosmically came forward. It was my way of saying “we can celebrate because we want to find common ground and 
celebrate our differences.” It took a minute, but I eventually assembled opportunities so we could all meet and share 
our respective music. Everyone offered wonderful tunes that touched us with a fresh, sophisticated language.  

Under One Sun includes eight musicians from five generations and five different countries. It is amazing 
how many musical choices happen for the good when people trust each other’s ability to self-edit and orchestrate. 
Just watching the sheer joy of the band as they witness their band mate’s artistry truly exemplifies the human 
capacity to discover what is unique and to celebrate it. That is when I knew I had to step up and create a record of 
the experience.   

At this moment in time, more than any other in my lifetime, I feel that this collaboration of voices should be 
heard so others can experience what we explore and delight in every time we play. We are so different one to the 
next, but the sun that shines from the inside out, yearns to be acknowledged and respected. It takes compassion to 
join the larger mystical body and discover what we already know – that which is universally true about everyone 
Under One Sun.           - Jamey Haddad  
 

Vira Loucos 

In the middle of the miserable winter of 1996, Michael Tilson Thomas invited me to Miami to prepare a program of 
Villa-Lobos with the New World Symphony. 



When I got there, I found him sitting in a swimming pool of musical sheets. He was having trouble with a 
complicated transition from violas to violins. There were so many notes written on the paper he showed me that it 
seemed as if thousands of dead flies were laying on the music sheet. 

My immediate reaction was to play the berimbau and sing the simple Brazilian folk melody that Villa-Lobos 
had based his composition on. I had the idea of developing a work based on the sources Villa-Lobos used in his 
music, exploring the various percussion elements predominant throughout his work. 

Only a man of strange appetites like John Zorn (may God keep him like that), could give me the courage to 
make this idea come alive. As for Villa-Lobos, if he turns over in his grave and throws up dust, I am sorry. He is a 
dead genius. I am a live idiot.           - Cyro Baptista 
 

Jamey Haddad         
Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Jamey Haddad holds a unique position in the world or jazz and contemporary music. His 
musical voice transcends styles and trends, and the universal quality of his playing has attracted many international 
collaborations. Regarded as one of the foremost world music and jazz percussionists in the US, he is an Associate 
Professor at Boston’s Berklee College of Music, New England Conservatory, Oberlin Conservatory, and the 
Cleveland Institute of Music.  
 Haddad was voted one of the top four world percussionists in the world by the most largely read percussion 
periodical, Modern Drummer. He collaborates regularly with Osvaldo Golijov, Yo-Yo Ma, Dawn Upshaw, Joe Lovano, 
Elliot Goldenthal, Brazil’s Assad Brothers, Daniel Schnyder, Simon Shaheen, the Paul Winter Consort, Nancy Wilson, 
Dave Liebman, Esperanza Spalding, Maya Beiser, Trichy Sankaran, vocalist Betty Buckley, Steve Shehan, Leo 
Blanco, Nguyen Lee, and others. He has been a member of Paul Simon’s band since 2000. 
 Haddad is the recipient of three National Endowment for the Arts Performance Grants and a Fulbright 
Fellowship. He can also be heard on more than 170 recordings and routinely has articles published internationally, 
relating to the experiences of contemporary world musician. 
 

Cyro Baptista         

Cyro Baptista is a Brazilian percussionist and composer whose vast experience and penchant for innovation has 
made him one of the most respected percussionists in the world. Since arriving in the US from his native Brazil in 
1980, Baptista has lent his sounds to numerous Grammy Award–winning records and more than 300 albums with 
many of the most distinguished musicians in the world. 

Baptista has ongoing collaborations with Paul Simon, Herbie Hancock, Wynton Marsalis, Yo-Yo Ma, John 
Zorn, Trey Anastasio (Phish), Sting, and numerous others. In short, if you have listened to the radio in the past 30 
years, chances are you have heard his caxixi, pandeiro, or one of his (now famous) homemade instruments. 

Baptista has produced seven CDs of his own and regularly performs with his four differing ensembles: 
Banquet of the Spirits; Beat the Donkey; Supergenerous; and the Robison, Lubambo, and Baptista Trio. With his 
Beat the Donkey, he gives free reign to his imagination, combining music and humour with dance and martial arts, 
while also mixing instruments from Brazil, America, Indonesia, and Africa with unusual inventions of his own. 
Supergenerous, a duo with Canadian guitarist Kevin Breit, has released two CDs on Blue Note Records. The 
Robison, Lubambo, and Baptista Trio – a collaboration with acclaimed classical flutist Paula Robison and Brazilian 
guitarist Romero Lubambo, performs regularly in classical music festivals around the world. 

Baptista’s latest album, Infinito, marks the culmination of a 30-year career that has spanned every genre of 
music from jazz to classical, experimental to world, and rock. 
 
Jamey Haddad made his Royal Conservatory debut on March 27, 2010 and Cyro Baptista is making his 
Conservatory debut tonight.  


