
TD Jazz Concerts 

John Pizzarelli and Freddy Cole:  

Celebrating the centenary of Nat King Cole @ 100 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 at 8:00pm 

Pre-concert Talk at 7:00pm  

This is the 913th concert in Koerner Hall 

 

John Pizzarelli, vocals & guitar 

Mike Karn, bass 

Konrad Paszkudzki, piano 

 

Freddy Cole, piano & vocals   

Elias Bailey, bass 

Randy Napoleon, guitar 

Quentin Baxtor, drums  

 

 

John Pizzarelli        
World-renowned guitarist and singer John Pizzarelli, established as one of the prime contemporary interpreters of the 

Great American Songbook, has expanded that repertoire by including the music of Paul McCartney, Joni Mitchell, 

Neil Young, Tom Waits, Antônio Carlos Jobim, and The Beatles.  

Having concentrated on the music of Paul McCartney, Johnny Mercer, and Frank Sinatra over the last two 

years, Pizzarelli has returned to the bossa nova of Jobim with his 2017 release Sinatra & Jobim @ 50. With co-

vocalist Daniel Jobim, grandson of the legendary Brazilian composer, the two explore songs Sinatra and Jobim 

recorded, as well as add new songs flavoured with the spirit of the classic Francis Albert Sinatra and Antonio Carlos 

Jobim album. 

Pizzarelli has toured North America, South America, Asia, and Europe, performing shows centered on Frank 

Sinatra’s centennial, the songs of Johnny Mercer, and a McCartney program, in which his quartet is joined by strings 

and a horn section. He also tours on a double bill with pianist Ramsey Lewis. 

While plenty of jazz greats influenced his work, Nat King Cole has been Pizzarelli’s hero and foundation 

over the last 25 years. He devoted two albums to his music, Dear Mr. Cole in 1994 and P.S. Mr. Cole, recorded and 

released five years later.   

In addition to being a bandleader and solo performer, Pizzarelli has been a special guest on recordings for 

major pop names such as James Taylor, Natalie Cole, Kristin Chenoweth, Tom Wopat, Rickie Lee Jones, and Dave 

Van Ronk. He has performed on some of the most popular television shows such as The Tonight Show Starring 

Jimmy Fallon, Conan, Great Performances, and the talk shows of Jay Leno, David Letterman, Regis Philbin, and 

the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

 

Freddy Cole     
Lionel Frederick Cole was born in 1931, the youngest of Edward and Paulina Nancy Cole’s five children. His three 

elder brothers, Eddie, Ike, and Nat (12 years Freddy’s senior) were all musicians. Though Freddy Cole was born in 

Chicago, he is a 35-year native son and international celebrity of Atlanta.  



He started playing piano at five or six and, with music all around him, the visitors included Duke Ellington, 

Count Basie, and Lionel Hampton. After a possible career with the NFL was shelved due to a hand injury, he began 

playing and singing in Chicago clubs as a teenager.  

Cole moved to New York in 1951, where he studied at The Juilliard School of Music and found himself 

influenced by John Lewis, Oscar Peterson, and Teddy Wilson. He got a master’s degree from the New England 

Conservatory of Music and then spent several months on the road as a member of an Earl Bostic band.  

A resident of Atlanta since 1972, he currently leads a quartet made up of himself, guitarist Randy Napoleon, 

drummer Curtis Boyd, and bassist Elias Bailey that regularly tours the US, Europe, the Far East, and South America. 

He has been a recording artist since 1952, when his first single, “The Joke’s on Me,” was released on an obscure 

Chicago-based label, and he recorded several albums for European and English companies during the 1970s that 

helped him develop a loyal overseas following. 

Cole’s career continues to ascend as he has moved into the front ranks of America’s homegrown art form 

with a style and musical sophistication all his own.  

 

John Pizzarelli made his Royal Conservatory debut on December 7, 2013, and Freddy Cole is making his debut 

tonight.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


