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Marcus Roberts        
Pianist and composer, Marcus Roberts, has been profiled on a segment of the renowned CBS News television show, 
60 Minutes (“The Virtuoso,” 2014). He founded his trio in 1995 and, from the beginning, his goal was to create and 
refine an entirely new style for the jazz trio. More than 20 years later, the trio has come to be known around the world 
for its powerfully complex rhythmic and melodic improvisational style.  

Roberts lost his sight at age five and spent his early years at the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind, 
where he had his first formal piano lesson at age 12. He progressed quickly and went on to study piano at Florida 
State University with the great classical teacher Leonidas Lipovetsky. As a young professional musician, he quickly 
became known for his remarkable ability to blend the jazz and classical styles to create something wholly new. He is 
a tremendously versatile artist with multiple recordings with ensembles of all sizes and with symphony orchestra, as 
well as an accomplished composer with many commissioning awards. In addition to composing several suites of jazz 
music, he has also written and performed two piano concertos – one for the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and one for 
Maestro Seiji Ozawa and the Saito Kinen Orchestra. Roberts’s most recent recording, Trio Crescent: Celebrating 
Coltrane, was released on his label, J-Master Records, in 2017.  

Roberts is a dedicated teacher and mentor for numerous younger musicians. He serves as Associate 
Artistic Director for the Savannah Music Festival and directs the Swing Central Jazz educational programs and 
competition for that festival. He holds an honorary Doctor of Music degree from The Juilliard School and he is an 
associate professor at the School of Music at Florida State University. 
 
Bassist Rodney Jordan is a native of Memphis, Tennessee, where he grew up playing bass in church, and these 
roots are evident in his rich and soulful sound. He studied classical bass at Jackson State University before turning to 
jazz music. He came to Marcus Roberts’s attention while teaching at Florida State University and took over the bass 
chair in the trio in 2009, where his hard-swinging style has earned him the nickname Rodney “Swing” Jordan. Jordan 
was the perfect fit for the trio’s melodic, blues-based, improvisational group style, and has been featured on all of 
Roberts’s recordings since 2010 and he released his first CD as a leader in 2017, titled Playing Jazz. He is also a 
gifted and generous teacher. 
 
Drummer Jason Marsalis is the youngest son of pianist and educator Ellis Marsalis. He joined the new Marcus 
Roberts Trio at age 17 in 1994 and he has remained an instrumental part of the trio ever since. His remarkable skill 
at the drum set has been a critical part of the sound and philosophy of the trio for many years, and he has been 
featured on all of Roberts’s recordings for more than 20 years. Marsalis has an amazing knowledge of both jazz and 
classical music. In addition to playing drums, he began playing the vibraphone and touring with his vibes quartet in 
2008. Like his fellow trio member, he is dedicated to passing on his knowledge through teaching and training the next 
generation of jazz musicians.  
 
All of tonight’s artists made their Royal Conservatory debuts on October 19, 2012. 
 


